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Camera and
security basics

There is o multitude of camera
ond recording options and
small business owners are
to choose what lhﬂ'_f feel is the
best fit for their upphcmmns
Since there are so many

cameras on the ma

many business owners
chosen the most inexpensive
comeras possible and are
disappointed by the results. A
I::mperl'_.r dmrgned video surveil-
cince wutem is not geing fo be
cheap. Itis dumgned m profect

Eévu.-.meu your hard work
m Money m're.-.ted in your
business.

As small business owners you
are gmng to come across many
mylhs in regards to the surveil
lance world, and some of them
can be hc:rci to isclote from the
truth. Many security providers
will emphasize the need for 30

mes per second of video.
The truth of the matter is that in
a retail environment 15 to 20
frames per second can be more
than nc.E:quui& Thirty frames

r .-.acc:nd is the smooth video
E e where you con see all
uf the motions of what is gaing

on. The -:hc:“enge to nh!mmng

30 fromes per second comes
down to the cupubﬂ:hm of your
DVR. Many DVRs share the
available fromes. For example
a DVR may specify that it has

120 shared fromes per secon
when recording. IF that DVR
has 16 cameras hooked up to
it, and all of those caomeras are

racnrdmg, the record frame
rate for each camera would be
7.5 frames per second. Even
ihﬁugh there is information
ihem it may not be of great
i and whaﬂqumily less

us&ful than if you would have
gcne to a better quality DVR.

is imporfant fo note also that
the more frame rate you can
capture, the more hard drive
space you will require in order
to store the information. With
iechﬂniugy bemg where it is
c:odcr_.r you can get larger
drives in your DVR without o
hucgu increase in cost,

ameras can offer their own
group of myths as weﬁ Some
companies wil Emp asize the

55 for IR cameras, since

ihey can see in punr i:ﬂiﬂmg
cund:hnm 1513

frue, H&s an u? the com
is decreased due to the life n{
the IR bulbs being used fo illu-

mmma !‘11& dark areas. Many
tly cameras have a
d::;.r,-"mg t feature that allows

the comera to go to a blc:::i:,-'"
white mode when the lighting
drops below a specific Erx

A lux is @ measure of iqgiiﬁ w’r:e-n

ooking at cameras. 0

resents total darkness. Mnn'_.r
day/night cameras can werk in
Ofg ng down to 0.0003 lux in
some cases.

New technology is coming
out to address the IR Meapun
issue and will use gain circuits

to boost i images ::upiumd n
eﬂmal}' low hgiﬂ and use
Dlgﬁ'ﬂi Signal Processing (DSP)
\mﬂduce a vsable image.
en you are mkmg at pro-
1achng your hc:lrd
ave put in ma
hﬂwa nfﬁ"nd .-.wﬂﬂt and i:grn
inte your bua.mess and freat
your video surveillonce system
as an investment rather than o
pain. That system will pay for
r!a-al;und wil give you piece of
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